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Abstract

The Dewey Decimal Classification system is continuously revised
to keep pace with knowledge. This means accommodating new
topics, as well as revising the old one. Today the Dewey Decimal
Classification has undergone 21 revisions to keep itself abreast of
the ever advancing frontiers of knowledge and to cater the
increasing demand of its users. The 22nd revision is presently
underway. The aim of this study is to throw light on the journey
of Dewey Decimal Classification scheme, the last four decades;
as a model study. The study is based on the different editions of
Dewey Decimal Classification published in last four decades.
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1. Introduction

Systematic grouping or classification lies at the base of every well-
managed human activity. In the ordinary sense, classification is
essentially a mental process wherein we group or separate ideas and

objects. In library classification, however, we are concerned with documents,
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which mean records of work on paper or other materials. There are number
of classification schemes in practice in libraries around the world. Dewey
Decimal Classification (DDC), Universal Decimal Classification (UDC),
Library of Congress Classification (LC), Colon Classification (CC),
Bibliographic Classification (BC), Expansive Classification (EC), Subject
Classification (SC), International Classification (IC), etc. are the major general
schemes of classification. Among these, the Dewey Decimal Classification
(D DC) is the most widely used classification scheme in the world.

The D DC was devised in 1873 by Melvil Dewey (1851-1931) and
first published in 1876. The scheme has journeyed almost 132 years and it
has undergone a vast modification to keep abreast of the ever advancing
frontiers ofknowledge and to cater the increasing demand of its users. Today,
DDC is found in print, electronic version (Dewey for windows) and web
version (WebDewey) also.

The study presents, in brief, the modifications ofDDC from Ed 18 to
present i.e., the modification in last four decades.

2. METHODOLOGY AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The methodology applied for making the paper is mainly consulting
the different editions of Dewey Decimal Classification scheme, discussions
with the professionals, resource persons and through informal interview.

There are some objectives behind this work.

• To find out the differences between the editions in last four
decades and to know how the scheme is updating and copes up
with recent developments and increasing nature of universe of
knowledge.

• To know how the scheme helps to overcome the limitations of
the previous editions like giving more emphasis to the needs of
western civilization, giving more emphasis to Christianity, etc.

3. DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION (DOC): HISTORY AND
FEATURES

The system of library classification that flashed across the inquiring
mind of young Melvil Dewey on a fine may morning in 1873 is still the
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most popular one. Soon after its publication in 1876, its popularity fanned
across the seven continents; the puck-like girdle that it put round the world
is ever fastening.

The 1st edition of Dewey Decimal Classification was published under
the title 'A classification and subject index for cataloguing and arranging
the books and pamphlets of a library'. The 1st edition of 1000 copies consisted
of 44 pages covering 12 pages of introduction, 12 pages of schedule and 18
pages of index. From 2nd edition to 14th edition the scheme was published
under the title "Decimal Classification and Relative Index". From 15th edition
onwards the Author name was added to the title and published under
"Dewey Decimal Classification and Relative Index". Up to edition 15 DOC
was one volume book but to cope with the alarmingly increasing size, the
16th edition was issued in two volumes- the second volume contained the
form divisions, area table and the index. After that, 18th edition was issued
in three volumes. The first volume contains the introductory material and
the various auxiliary tables. The second volume contains the schedule and
the third is devoted almost exclusively to the relative index. The zo- edition
was issued, for the first time, in four volumes with two volume schedule,
the second and the third.

From edition 1 to edition 10 the scheme was copyrighted by Dewey.
In 1924 he delegated the copyright to Lake Placid Club Education
Foundation. After the death of Dewey in 1931, the trustees of the
Foundation incorporated Forest Press in 1933 as its subsidiary for bringing
out subsequent editions of Dewey Decimal Classification. Again in 1961,
the Lake Placid Club Education Foundation delegated all copyrights in
classification to the Forest Press. In 1988 the Forest Press became a division
of OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc. and since than subsequent
editions has been copyrighted by the OCLC Online Computer Library
Center, Inc.

DDC is a hierarchical scheme of classification which proceeds from
the general to the specific. The basic arrangement is by discipline. In
DOC, the universe of subject has been divided into ten main classes,
which cover the entire world of knowledge. Each main class is further
divided into ten sections. The classification numbers given by this scheme
must be of 3 digits and there should be a decimal point after 3 digits e.g.
025.4 (class no. for cataloguing). There are also facilities for insertion of
new numbers for newly developed subjects in the scheme.
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DOC is published in full and abridged editions by OCLC Online
Computer Library Center, Inc. The abridged edition is a logical truncation
of the notational and structural hierarchy of the corresponding full edition
on which it is based.

4. DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION (DOC) IN LAST FOUR
DECADES

Revisions of the DOC are institutionalized and so is a continuous
process. It has undergone 21 revisions to keep itself abreast of the ever
advancing frontiers of knowledge and to cater the increasing demand of its
users. In every revision, it has been expanded, modified, rectified and made
more modern in methods by applying the results of latest research in library
classification.

A brief account of all editions of DOC in last four decades is given
in the following table:

Edition number Year of publication No. of volume Total pages
Ed18 1971 Three 2692
Ed19 1979 Three 4779
Ed20 1989 Four 3273
Ed21 1996 Four 4037
Ed 22 2003 Four 3983

4.1 DOC Editorial Policy Committee

For a classification system to maintain its relevancy, it must be
regularly revised and expanded. EPC is a ten-member international board
whose main function is to advice the editors and OCLC on matters relating
to change, innovations and the general development of the classification.
EPC represents the interest of DOC users; its members come from national,
public, special and academic libraries, and from library schools.

4.2 Dewey for windows

Dewey for windows is an electronic format of 0 DC. It is in the form
of CD-ROM and was first published in August 1996. The Dewey for
windows compact disc offers Dewey users the entire text of Edition 21 in a
convenient Microsoft Windows- based environment. It was developed by
OCLC's Office of Research.
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The main characteristics of Dewey for windows are:

1. Dewey for windows is being updated yearly.
11. Once it is purchased, it needs to renew every year.
lll. Its main advantage is electronic search facilities are quick and easy

retrieval of desired terms.
IV. It also offers multiple users the ability to share a single CD-ROM

on a LAN.
v. Dewey for windows provides the Library f Congress Subject Heading

(LCSH) for the users.

Dewey for windows system requirements include: a microcomputer with
Windows 95 or NT 4.0 (or higher), a colour monitor, CD-ROM drive, and a
minimum of 8 MB of memory for the classification database to work.

4.3 WebDewey

WebDewey means the database of Dewey Decimal Classification on
WWW (World Wide Web). WWW is the network of computers across the
world interconnected together on the internet and using the concept of
hypertext to link internet sites and information ion the internet. In the year
of2000, WebDewey in CORC (Cooperative Online Resource Catalogue)
was published. In 2002, the WebDewey in the form of full and abridged
edition was published. The latest version of WebDewey and Abridged
WebDewey were published in June 15, 2003 with all contents from DDC
22 and abridged edition 14.

Some of the important characteristics of Web Dewey are:
1. WebDewey is been updated quarterly by OCLC.
11. WebDewey is very much user friendly due to its browser-based

interface.
111. Web Dewey also provides the Library f Congress Subject Heading

(LCSH) for the users.
IV. WebDewey has provision for the users to keep the built numbers in

the database.
Web Dewey system requirements include: 300M Hz Pentium II, 64

MB Ram, display resolution of 1024X768, and the latest version of Microsoft
Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator.
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5. CHANGES IN DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION (DDC)
FROM EDITION 18 TO EDITION 22

Several kinds of modifications and changes occur between editions that
require special methods for adjustment within established library collections:

1) Expansions and reductions, which result in topics being assigned
longer or shorter numbers than in earlier editions;

2) Relocations and reused numbers; and
3) Phoenix schedules, which are totally new developments on

established bases.

In relocation one or more topics are shifted to a new number differing
from the old in respect other than length. If the relocation is partial, the
original number remains, but if it is total the original number is vacated
and, therefore, without use; in a few instances a vacated number has been
immediately reused with a new meaning.

A schedule reduction is the result of shifting one or more topics to a
new number shorter than the old but otherwise not differing from it. If all
topics in a given number are thus shifted, the number is 'discontinued'.

5.1 Changes in Tables

Edition 18:

In 17thedition of D DC there were two tables, but in 18thedition five
more auxiliary tables were added.

One major change is the relocation in the "Areas" table of Indonesia,
the Philippines, the Malaysian parts of Borneo, and Brunei from notation
91-92 as part of Oceania to 59 as part of Asia.

Edition 18 makes ''Areas'' notation 99 available for extraterrestrial
worlds, thus enabling the system to provide for anticipated literature on
extraterrestrial world.

Edition 19:
In Table 1, "Standard Subdivisions", there is a table of precedence,

and 088-089 will be welcomed by many as a device for arranging any subject
by ethnic groups or classes of persons.
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Area notations 41-42 have been revised to conform to the recognized
local administrative pattern of the UK.

-56 Middle East is relocated from -496.

Edition 21:

In Table 1, "Standard Subdivisions", several changes have been made.-
011 Systems is a new number added to specify the systems of a subject.-
029 Commercial miscellany is expanded.-07 Education, research, related
topics is revised which is formerly known as 'Study and teaching'. -093-
099 Treatment [of the subject] by specific continents, countries, localities is
a new table that may be added to the chronological period and geographical
subdivisions.

In Area notation, Germany, Japan, Nigeria is revised and expanded.
Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, Southern Africa: South Africa, are
expanded. British Columbia is completely revised. Chile is revised. -563
turkey in Europe is relocated -4961 and -932-937 Melanesia is relocated to
-95.

To render instructions less difficult to follow, Table 3 has been divided
into three sub tables:

3-A for works by or about individual authors
3-B for works by or about two or more authors
3-C for subdivisions to be added to 3-B numbers and 808-809
In Table 5, -96-98 is expanded for African and American native peoples.
In Table 6, -96 is expanded for African languages.

Edition 21:

In Table 1, the number -071 Education is broadened from 'schools
and courses' to include education and teaching. The other revised numbers
are -024 The subject for person in specific occupations, -08 History and
description with respect to kinds of persons.

Area notation 47 has been totally revised and the name was also changed
to "Eastern Europe Russia". 499 Bulgaria has been relocated from 4977
and completely revised. Area notation for Norway, Greece, Cyprus, Jordan,
Nigeria, Haiti, brazil, and New Zealand are revised.

Numbers for several peoples in Table 5 have also been expanded.
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Table 6 features expansions for several languages.

Edition 22:

The main change is removal of Table 7.
The Table 5 has changed its name from "Racial, Ethnic, National

Groups" to "Ethnic and National Groups".
The ~ea' table is revised and expanded to needs ofInternational use and

inclusion of new notation for -23 Collected person's treatment of members of
specific ethnic and national groups, and -29 Persons treatment of nonhumans.

Area notation for Scotland, England and Wales, Germany and Austria,
Czech Republic and Slovakia, Poland, France and Monaco, Italy, India,
Bangladesh, Iran, East Timor, Sudan, Ethiopia, Morocco, Nigeria, Congo,
South Africa, Quebec, Peru, Colombia, Suriname, Guyana, are revised and
expanded to needs of International use.

In Table 3C.there is a new number -377 for Magic and Witchcraft.
In Table 4 new numbers are: -813 Spelling (Orthography) and

pronunciation, and -89 Use of spoken language or a spoken language for
communication with and by deaf persons.

In Table 6 Languages there is a new number -91469 Konkani

5.2 Changes in Schedules

Edition 18:

The main classification schedules, in earlier editions usually referred
to as "tables" or "general tables" are officially called "schedules" from 18th

edition.
Completely remolded schedules have been prepared for two disciplines,

340 Law and 510 Mathematics.
The numbers present in 17th edition but not present in l S" edition

due to relocation are 164, 258, 311, 517, 655,774,991, and 992.

Edition 19:

002 The book is a new relocated number.
301- 307 Socioloy has been recast from the former 301, making use in

addition of 302-307.
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324 The political process has been recast from the former 324 and 329.
337 is a new class number for International economics.
349 Law of individual states & nations is a new relocated number.

The numbers present in 18th edition but not present in 19th edition
due to relocation are 024,029, 112, 125,217,416, and 908.

Edition 20:

004-006 Data Processing and Computer Science is new inclusion.
From the class number 207, Christian education and religious

instruction is relocated to 268
Religious education in order to distinguish Christianity as an academic

subject from instruction in Christianity as a way of life.
Class number 374 for Adult education is revised and expanded.
Class number 628 for Sanitary & municipal engineering is significantly

revised.
Class number 780 for Music has been completely revised.

Edition 21:

Class numbers of 004-006 Data processing & computer science;
296 Judaism; 297 Islam, Babism, Bahai Faith; 342-349 Branches of
law; Laws, regulations, cases; Law of specific jurisdictions, areas,
socioeconomic regions; 350 Public administrations; 368 Insurance; 370
Education; 420-490 specific languages; 560-590 Life sciences; 810-890
Literature of specific languages and language families; 940-990 General
history of modern world, of extraterrestrial world are revised and
expanded.

Class number 210 for Philosophy and theory of religion is revised.
Class number 230 for Christianity & Christian theology is revised.
Class number 259 for Pastoral care of families, of specific kinds of

person is expanded.
Class number 515 for Analysis is revised.
639 is a new class number for Hunting, fishing, conservation, related

technologies.



Journal of Dept. of Library and Inf. Sc. Vol. 2 August 2011. ISSN 2249-0124 173

Edition 22:

Complete updating of the class numbers 004-006 Data processing &
computer science.

340 Law is also updated. The heading at 341 is changed from
'International law' to 'Laws of nations'.

381 Commerce (Trade) is broadened to include comprehensive works
on commerce.

415 Grammar of standard forms of languages is expanded.
419 Sign languages is revised and expanded.
518 is a new class number for Numerical analysis.
543 Analytical chemistry is revised.
775 and 776 are new class numbers for Digital photography, and

Computer art (Digital art).

6. FINDINGS

At present the number of subjects is large, and the subjects exist in
varied relationships. New subjects keep on appearing from time to time.
The universe of subject has been become increasingly dynamic. A given
classification scheme can be best suited to meet the onslaught of the universe
of subjects at that time, but not later to the same extent. Due to increasingly
dynamic nature of universe of subjects, it becomes essential that a scheme is
revised constantly to keep pace with growing universe of subjects. For this
purpose, a scheme needs to be institutionalized. The survival of the scheme
will largely depend upon the health of the institution looking after it.

To cope up with the alarmingly increasing nature of the universe of
subjects, the DDC system has been continuously revised. This means
accommodating new topics, as well as revising existing schedules to reflect
new views of the field or to reduce bias. But the relocations, reductions, etc
are causing problems to the classifiers a lot because the changed numbers
and changed subjects of old book have to be replaced regularly to cope up
with the developments of the scheme.

The DDC is trying to reduce the problems and limitations from edition
to edition and particularly from 18th edition are-

i. The D DC is US biased classification system and its one of the major
limitation is favourism towards Christianity. The process of avoiding
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Christian bias was started from mostly zo- edition by relocating
the numbers and giving spaces to other religion and religious
thoughts.

11. Another notable feature of this classification scheme is giving more
emphasis to the needs of western civilization or its US biasness.
And through the revisions of the last five editions the scheme is
trying to give more space and light to the other regions of the world
as well as extraterrestrial worlds.

lll. DDC is trying to include the Information Technology and
Information Technology related numbers from 19th edition in the
schedules. The class numbers 004-006 Data Processing and
Computer Science was published between edition 19 and edition
20 and then included in edition 20.

IV. An important modification in DDC scheme is inclusion of aManual
from edition 20. The Manual describes the policies of the scheme,
how to use the scheme and offers advice on classifying in difficult
areas, etc. The Manual helps the users to resolve problems in
classification jobs.

v. The reduction of Table 7 from edition 22nd is the sign of the size
reduction of the scheme for classifier efficiency.

VI. Many library experts criticize the DDC for its enumerative pattern.
The criticisms are now only partially valid. From the last few editions
we have seen that the Dewey numbers are increasing but the physical
size of Dewey is constant. This is because the scheme is becoming
faceted day by day.

vii. Today computer has made almost every areas of library operation
automated. But computer technology can not influence much the
classification process because, classification process mainly depends
on intellectual knowledge, and machines do not have natural
intelligence. Though Dewey is found nowadays in electronic and
web format, its practice needs a specialized knowledge and human
effort.

7. CONCLUSION

In the days of automation and digitization more and more libraries and
information centres have digital and online collections; the classification of
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these resources has also become a major task of the librarians. Dewey for
windows and Web Dewey have certainly taken the lead. The main factor of
success of DDC is the publication of different editions at regular intervals.
The assurance of bringing revised edition incorporating new changes in the
growth of universe of knowledge bestows stability on the scheme for its use
by majority of the libraries in the world. The revision ofDDC is along right
lines. The revision is slow in the print editions because it takes into
consideration the interests of a large numbers of established users, but in
electronic and web versions the revision is very rapid. In the end it may be
concluded that to remove the limitations of the previous editions, to maximum
application of computer and to make the D DC useful, many changes, revisions
and modifications have been made, so that it may be very useful for changing
present positions.
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~ A room without books is a body without soul.
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