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But ,Assam was comparitively free from some of the evil practices of Sati, dowry, killing
of female child, acute type of untouchability, kulinism etc, were practically non existent in

ancient and medieval Assam ( Sharma, 1989, p.-343)
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A specific theory of ‘male gaze’was elaborated by Laura Mulvey in her extremely influential essay
“Visual pleasure and narrative cinema’(first published in Screen 16:3 Autumn 1975 and reprinted many
times). Mulvey drew on Freud’s concept of ‘scopophilia © ( a translation of Freud’s German Schulast)
to designate the PLEASURE of watching screen IMAGES and on Lacan’s concept of the ‘MIRROR
PHASE’.The latter describes the moment when in the formation of ego a young baby sees it perfect,

unified image in a mirror and thence forth experiences IDENTITY as always ‘reflected back’ ; its unity
always desired rather than realized. Viewing images in a darkened cinema is linked to ‘voyeuristic phantasy’

and can be understood, Mulvey argues , as an expression both of “active scopophilia’ or the looking at an

object separated from the self, and ‘narcissism” or self-love, involving the the contrary movement of identi-
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fication with a fuller, more perfect image presented on screen. (Brooker , 2003, p: 109)
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